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Community Meetings at the Clubhouse 

Tired of  Traffic? 
Seattle’s commute times 
consistently rank among the 
worst in the nation.  This 
month’s community meeting 
will feature three 
representatives from the City 
of Seattle to let us know what 
they are doing to reduce 
congestion, alleviate parking 
problems, and calm traffic in 
the neighborhood while adding 
bicycle lanes.  Come to the 
meeting on Tuesday June 21st 
at 7:00 p.m. with your 
questions for: 

Lyle Bicknell, Urban Planner 
at DPD, who will discuss how 
transforming Rainier Avenue 
and MLK into one way streets 
around Mt. Baker’s Light Rail 
Station will improve traffic 
flow; 

Brian Dougherty with SDOT 
who will explain traffic calming 
techniques and implementation 
of bicycles lanes along 50th / 
Genesee / Wilson; and 

Allison Schwartz with SDOT 
who will give us an idea how 
Light Rail near Columbia City 
has impacted parking and what 
plans are in place for 
modification 

Lots of changes in the works, 
plus a $2.1 MM study designed 
to determine how to increase 
Light Rail ridership.  Kate 
Joncas, Co-Chair of the Citizen 
Transportation Advisory 
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Committee, will also be in 
attendance to listen to our 
concerns. 

Tired of  Crime? 
We all know when school gets 
out and the weather gets 
warmer, crime increases.  
Block watch captains and 
members are meeting with 
SPD’s Mark Solomon at the 
Clubhouse on Monday, June 
13th at 6:30 p.m.  If you are a 
member of a block watch, 
would like to be, or would like 
to meet your captain or be a 
captain, please join us! 

We’ll learn safety tips on how 
to prevent crime, and work 
toward establishing a 
communication system that 
can immediately warn others 
when suspected criminals are 
afoot. 

Meet Mayor 
McGinn! 

If the June meeting 
agendas are not enough 
to satisfy your civic interests, 

please join Mayor Mike 
McGinn at the Lakewood 
Seward Park Community 
Clubhouse on Saturday, July 
23rd.  Mayor McGinn is visiting 
neighborhoods to learn what 
issues matter to residents.  His 
walking tour may include 
Combined Sewer Overflow 
Project sites, our business 

districts, the parks, and will end 
at the Clubhouse at around 
11:15 when he will hold a 
Town Hall meeting to answer 
your questions.    You’ll be 
reminded if you join our 
Lakewood Seward Park yahoo 
group – details inside. 

Promenade - Seward Park 

July 16th 

10:00 a.m. 

Register free - all welcome! 

Sewardparkcentennial.org 

sewardpark100@gmail.com 

206.722.9696 

      Miss Wahoo under I-90, 1952 

Antique Hydroplanes  

July 16th - Seward Park 

10:00-3:00 p.m. 

Classic Car Show 

July 16th - Seward Park 

10:00 - 3:00 upper loop 
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T-Ball Rainier District Little League    Aaron Evanson 
For the last few months my 

son has had the wonderful 

opportunity to play T-Ball 

with Rainier District Little 

League (RDLL), a fantastic 

non-profit youth sports organi-

zation run entirely by volun-

teers from our community.  

With RDLL, any child who 

wants to play baseball has the 

opportunity, regardless of their 

ability to pay or ability to play.  

By playing baseball, boys and 

girls learn the game, develop 

physical skills and make new 

friends.  They also learn about 

teamwork, sportsmanship and 

fair play.  This year over 500 

children between the ages of 4 

and 18 are playing on 47 teams.  

RDLL teams are sponsored by 

local organizations and compa-

nies such as Rainier Vista Boys 

and Girls Club, Full Tilt Ice 

Cream, Genesee Fuel and Seat-

tle Rainier Lions Club; the 

organization also sponsors an 

All Star summer tournament 

and no competition games in 

the fall.  All games are played 

on local fields and the commu-

nity is encouraged to come 

cheer the teams on. 

 

My family’s experience with 

RDLL has been wonderful.  

Volunteer coaches are amazing 

with the kids, practice and 

game times are very well or-

ganized and the focus on 

sportsmanship keeps every 

child safe and leaves them with 

the feeling that they are win-

ners.  Our practices are on 

Tuesday and every Monday 

night, my son exclaims, ―Only 

one more sleep until T-Ball!‖ 

For more info or to learn how 
your children can become part 
of one of these great teams, 
visit www.eteamz.com/ 
rainierdistrictll  
or email:  
rainierdistrictlit-
tleleague@yahoo.com. 

Youth Soccer in the 
Neighborhood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you know that 
Lakewood Seward Park 
Community Club  supports 
youth soccer in the 
neighborhood?    
 
The Mt. Baker Lakewood 
Soccer Club has enjoyed use of 
the clubhouse building for 
board meetings, coaches 
meetings, photo sessions and 
fund raising events for many 
years.  It’s our way of helping 
Mt. Baker Lakewood soccer 
remain affordable for families 
in the neighborhood.  Have a 
child interested in playing 
soccer this fall?  See 
mblsoccer.org for information 
on how to sign up.  This all 
volunteer, non-profit 
organization, part of Seattle 
Youth Soccer Association, has 
helped thousands of children 
learn the sport and have a way 
to expend positive, outdoor 
energy.   
  
 

Mt. Baker Lakewood 
Soccer Organization 
 
www.mblsoccer.org 
 
 

Bicycle Sundays! Fun for the whole family! 
Lake Washington Boulevard South of Mt. Baker Beach to Seward 
Park’s entrance is closed on the following dates to motorized traffic 
from 10 AM to 6 PM, providing an opportunity for stress free bicycling, 
roller blading, scooting, or even just walking along the boulevard. 

Bicycle Sunday Dates: June 5, 26, July 3, 10, 17, August 21, 28, September 4, 11, 18 

It’s also important to note the dates when the closure is not in effect so you can plan ac-
cordingly.  Dates where Lake Washington Blvd is not closed for Bicycle Sunday are as 
follows: 6/12, 6/19, 7/24, 7/31, 8/7, 8/14, 9/25 
Bicycle Sunday is a program of Seattle Parks and Recreation.  Be sure to stop by the 
Cascade Bicycle Club’s tent, typically situated near the Seward Park entrance during the 
event if you need a bike helmet.  The club sells really inexpensive, good quality unli-
censed bike helmets for adults and kids.  

Rainier District Little League game, Lakewood Playfield, 50th Avenue, across from the clubhouse 
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Lakewood-Seward Park  
Community Club 
4916 S. Angeline Street 
Seattle, WA  98118 
(206) 722-9696 
www.lspcc.org 

 
Community Association 
Officers and Directors 

Jeannie O’Brien, President 

Aaron Evanson, Vice-President 

Heidi Baxter, Treasurer 

Kathy Lynch, Secretary 

Tom Acker, Director 

Kelly Ott, Director 

Sheri Richardson, Director 

Willie Gregory, Director 

Karen O’Brien, Director 

Sheila Harvey, Exec. Director 

 

 

 

 

June 5, 2011 

 

 

Dear Neighbor, 

 

Many of you have lived in the neighborhood for years and may not have realized that you 

were part of the Lakewood Seward Park Community, or never knew that the building on 

50
th

 and Angeline was owned by your community club.  Please consider becoming a 

member or renewing your membership, and help us keep the community organization 

functioning.  Dues are what we rely on for general operating expenses, and we can’t 

survive without them.   

 

A couple of short years ago, there was talk of selling the community club property and 

donating the proceeds to charity.  The building and yard that had served as a gathering 

place for generations of Lakewood and Seward Park families would be gone.  All that 

remained would be the memories and the photographs, including some from my parents’ 

wedding reception in 1952.   

 

With much time, energy and commitment by community members and the board of 

directors, the community club survived.  We created new community events, maintained 

some old favorites, and revived some parties from days gone by.  The clubhouse 

continues to be the “go-to” place to learn about issues that impact our community.  We 

applied for and finally received permission from the IRS to operate as a 501c3 not-for-

profit entity.  Now your membership dues and donations to the club are tax-deductible. 

 

Why we did this is obvious to anyone who has been inside the building in the last few 

years.  Our facility is in dire need of some significant upgrades, the most basic of these 

being energy efficiency.  Our wish list is long, but we can’t make an improvement to the 

clubhouse until we raise the money to do it.  An attractive, energy efficient building will 

increase rental revenue, allowing us to continue and increase our offerings of community 

engagement, outreach and fun! 

 

We are also pleased to use our 501c3 status in funding our newly created scholarship 

award.  Named the Lakewood Seward Park Community Achievement Award, recipients will 

be college-bound members of the neighborhood who can demonstrate in an essay how 

they have positively contributed to our community during their high school years.   

 

A family membership is only $30.  This gives you discounts on many community 

sponsored events, discounts when renting the clubhouse, and the opportunity to help us 

carry out our vision of community.  A $60 Centennial family membership includes a copy 

of the limited edition publication of Seward Park’s history, being released at the first of 

the year.  We continue to offer the Lake Washington Membership for $75 that includes 

one admission to the annual Wine Tasting Party held every spring, sponsored by the 

Leschi Market.  The Mt. Rainier membership is $300 and includes $150 off of a full day 

Saturday rental.   

 

If you can, we encourage you to consider an additional donation, to help fund either the 

capital campaign or the scholarship fund.  We know that everyone is asking for money, 

but consider the legacy you are preserving, the memories you’ll help continue and create, 

and the financial assistance you can provide a community member to attend college.   

 

Thank you for your consideration on becoming a member, if you aren’t already, and for 

considering an additional investment in your community with a donation to the capital 

campaign or the scholarship fund. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Jeannie O’Brien, President 

Lakewood Seward Park Community Club  

http://www.lspcc.org
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3829C S Edmunds St 

 

Phone: 206.723.8200  

Fax: 206.723.3829 

www.selanderobrien.com 

Personal Injury          Estate Planning            Probate 

Seattle Design Solutions 
Custom window coverings and closets. 

Over 25 years experience. 

Free consultation.  

www.seattledesignsolutions.com 

(206) 679-7477 Connie 

Promotion: Free installation on orders! 

Membership information: 

The June 2011 newsletter is being delivered to every household within the boundaries of the Lakewood Seward Park neighborhoods.  

Community News and the Community ENews is a monthly publication.  If you’d like to subscribe or advertise to the newsletter, please 

contact the editor,  Karen O’Brien at:  lspccmanager@gmail.com.  There are other benefits to being a member—please fill in this section 

Jeannie—we can put the remittance section as well—so people see it twice in case the envelope gets tossed. 
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Clubhouse Scrapbook -  
what a transformation! 

clubhouse for an event, please 

check out the calendar and 

book early! Some August dates 

are available. Visit 

www.lspcc.org or call: 

206.722.9696 for your special 

event. 
 

Magic Lantern Montessori is a non-

profit preschool emphasizing 

community and diversity in Seattle, 

Washington. The program provides 

a creative and nurturing environment 

in which children grow, learn and 

discover their fullest potential. 

On Saturday May 14th the 

Lakewood Seward Park 

Community Club was 

transformed from a 100 year 

old community clubhouse to 

an exotic Moroccan Luxury 

Lounge.  The event, a silent 

auction fundraiser for Magic 

Lantern Montessori, 

transported guests from rainy 

Seattle to the sultry land of 

Casablanca for their 10th 

Anniversary Celebration.  If 

you would like to rent the 

The Lakewood-Seward Park Community organization  was awarded a  4 Culture Heritage Special Projects grant to 

publish a history book about Seward Park.  Local historians Paul Talbert, Al Smith and Mikala Woodward are 

collaborating authors of the book with project manager Karen O’Brien.  The history book will be released in this 

Seward Park’s centennial year.  Proceeds from book sales benefit the youth Scholarship fund at Lakewood-Seward 

Park Community Club and the stewardship programs of the Friends of Seward Park non-profit organization.   

Seward Park occupies a 277-acre peninsula sculpted by 
glaciers with forests, savannas, grasslands, and 
lakeshore.  This remarkable stand of old-growth forest 
contains two active bald eagle nests, a wide array of flora 
and fauna, walking trails, a 2 mile waterfront path, an 
amphitheater, an eco-friendly playground, and scenic 
picnic areas.  This magnificent forest in our neighborhood 
was purchased by the City of Seattle in 1911.   The 
community has enjoyed the park ever since.   
 
Please join us, the Seward Park Centennial Committee, in 
celebrating this milestone with your family, neighbors, and 
friends.   There is something for everyone at the next event, 
so mark your calendars!   
July 16th 
Promenade - Classic Car Show -  Vintage Fashion Show - 
Hydroplanes on Display - Clay Art Studio Sale - Food - Live 
Music  
July 17th 
Garden Tour - Clay Art Studio Sale 
 

For more information: 
sewardparkcentennial.org   sewardpark100@gmail.com 
Centennial committee—Audubon Center, Friends of Seward 
Park, Lakewood-Seward Park Community Club, Rainier Valley 
Historical Society, Seward Park Clay Art Studio 

Seward Park Turns 100  
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All About Cleaning by Ozzie 
 

House cleaning - efficient & reliable 

housecleaner with excellent Mt. Baker 

references.  

Arrange weekly or bi-weekly, 

move-in or out or special occasion 

cleaning.  
 

Call Ozzie at: 206.243.9680 

Maui “Royal Kahana” Oceanfront Condo 

1 bedroom vacation rental available 

at 40% off by owner Jean VelDyke. 

Queen and twin beds in bedroom 

plus sofa-sleeper in living room (3 

people max). Lanai overlooks great 

pool and beach. Watch the sunset 

from your bacony!  Please call Jean about availabil-

ity on this fabulous Hawaiian Island destination at:  

(206) 723-5371 

 

Our advertisers help support the publication of  this newsletter - please consider supporting them. 



 Reflections on Weather and Garden     Contributed by Ann Pinsky 

Not for Members Only!  

“The day is cold, and dark, and 
dreary.  It rains, and the wind is 
never weary.”  So wrote Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow in the 
introductory lines to his poem The 
Rainy Day.  
For many of use living in the Pa-
cific Northwest the seemingly 
endless rainy and overcast days 
can dampen the spirits and find us 
longing for sunnier climates.  As I 
sit in my cozy kitchen, I am re-
minded of last year’s very cool and 
wet spring and how it played 
havoc with the vegetable garden.   
The season began with much an-
ticipation.  But then, tragedy 
struck! 
The first hopeful pea seeds refused 
to germinate and simply rotted in 
the wet ground.  Fresh and tender 
little lettuce starts were quickly 
consumed by the local voracious 
slugs.  Those garden bullies!  But 
perhaps the last straw was my 

coddled tomato plants.  For all the 
requisite soil preparation, caging 
and meticulous identification of 
each variety, they yielded pitifully 
few ripe fruit and then experi-
enced the insult of powdery mil-
dew.  And the rain just kept fal-
ling.  It was enough to break the 
stalwart gardener’s heart. 
At this writing we are in the wan-
ing days of May.  June is just 
around the corner.  And it is still 
raining with only the occasional 
sun break.  Yet this year is differ-
ent.  It began with a change of 
attitude, a renewed sense of per-
spective and a bit of advanced 
planning. 
Last fall with the help of friends 
and some donated 2X6’s we built 
three raised beds in which I 
planted my 2010 garlic crop.  The 
elevated planting beds significantly 
improved drainage, increased soil 
temperature by a few degrees and 

effectively eliminated the slug 
sanctuary.  In early February, I 
added three additional raised beds.  
A couple of months later I filled 
the new raise beds with local starts 
of curly leafed endive, butter let-
tuce, kale, cauliflower, broccoli, 
small onions and golden beats.  
They are all now flourishing in the 
cool, misty marine air! 
The prevailing southwest winds 
are now beginning to turn south, 
taking with them their cool mois-
ture filled air and making way for 
the arrival of the warmer and drier 
westerly winds.  This is the time to 
start planting the heat loving pep-
pers, basils and peas.  The ex-
tended hours of light and warmer 
temperatures will promote better 
seed germination, speed growth 
and minimize the onset of pow-
dery mildew. 
For now as I overlook my garden 
in our cool misting morning, it 

Lakewood-Seward Park Playgroup 

has made some good 
friends in the 
neighborhood, expends 
some energy and is 
learning to play with 
others.  In addition to that, 
I've made some great 
connections and been able 
to chat with, and learn 
from other mothers and 
fathers in the 
neighborhood. 

My son looks forward to 
play group every Friday, as 
do I, and some day soon his 
little sister will be moving 
right along with the other 
kids! 
Beth Cline, ACC, cPT 
Cline Coaching 
http://
bethcline.blogspot.com 
206.853.8869 

LSPCC Play Group meets 
on Fridays from 10am-
Noon in the clubhouse. My 
family started attending 
play group when it began, a 
year or so ago.  We went so 
that my 6 month old son 
could have some exposure 
to other kids and perhaps 
learn to share.  Now that 
he's almost 2, he still hasn't 
mastered sharing, but he 

buy or sell things, or to have 
discussions about schools, 
pediatricians, vaccinations, etc.  
In addition to our own gmail 
list, LSPCC has been using our 
local parent groups to promote 
events.  But how do we 
communicate with all of our 
neighbors? Allow you to 
communicate your event to 
our membership list without 

New!  
Lakewood SewardPark 
Neighborhood Email Group 
You’ve probably heard of 
Madrona Moms, the email 
group that spurred Mt. Baker 
parents to get a list serve going, 
and now we have Columbia 
City Parents as well.  These 
groups are handy ways to 
publish events for children, to 

going through us?  Finally, a 
Yahoo Group for Lakewood 
Seward Park residents, with or 
without children.  It is a 
moderated group, in order to 
keep spammers out.  After 
you’re in, it is self moderated, 
meaning the group will let you 
know if you’re posting 
something inappropriate or 
posting too often. 
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“My son looks  

forward to  

playgroup every 

Friday, as do I!” 

See http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/LakewoodSewardPark.  
Or the easy way, google Yahoo 
Groups and search for 
Lakewood Seward Park, and 
you’ll find it.   
 

Please sign up! 

 

makes me smile.  The raised beds 
are green and quickly filling with 
the endive, kale, lettuces and 
greens I planted in mid April.  The 
annual rhubarb, artichokes, lovage 
and celery it seems are thriving in 
the rains.  The maturing garlic 
plants promise a good harvest in 
late July.  And visions of bulb 
forming fennel, carrots, radishes 
and turnips are playing in my 
mind. 
In each of our gardens there is 
opportunity and creativity, risk and 
renewal and much to learn.  Long-
fellow’s poem ends by reminding 
us that ―behind the clouds is the 
sun still shining.‖  Success in the 
garden comes not from imposing 
our will on nature, but rather by 
yielding to its desires.  Embrace 
each season and it will reveal its 
gifts. 

 

http://bethcline.blogspot.com
http://bethcline.blogspot.com


Mark Your Calenders!   

2011 Community Events at the Clubhouse 

 

June 13th, Monday, Block Watch Meeting, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

June 21st, Tuesday, Community Meeting, agenda TRAFFIC, 7:00 p.m. 

July 23rd, Saturday, Mayor McGinn Neighborhood Town Hall, 11:00 a.m. 

October 1st, Saturday, Oktoberfest, 6:30—9:30 p.m. 

October 30th, Sunday, Halloween Ice Cream Social, 3:00 p.m. 

November 15th, Tuesday, Community Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

December 3rd, Saturday, Holiday Gift Bazaar, 10 - 4 p.m. 

December 31st, New Year’s Eve Party 

4916 S. Angeline St., Seattle, WA 98118  

a not-for-profit 501c3 organization   

Seward Park 100 

Centennial Festival 

www.sewardparkcentennial.org 

 sewardpark100@gmail.com  
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Festival Schedule: 

 

Saturday, July 16th 

Music - Food - Fun! 

Promenade 10:00 a.m. 

Classic Car Show 11:00-3:00 pm 

Antique Hydroplanes 10:00-3:00 

Historic Fashion Show 12:00  

Clay Art Studio Sale 10:00-4:00 

 

Sunday, July 17th 

Garden Tour - 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Clay Art Studio Sale 10:00-4:00  

mailto:sewardpark100@gmail.com

